PROGRESS   OR  RETROGRESSION?
Every Prime Minister in forming a Cabinet was faced with
the necessity of choosing Ministers compliant not only with the
High Commissioner's requirement that they 'deal sensibly with
relations between Great Britain and 'Iraq' but also with His
Majesty's personal wishes, likes and dislikes. It was generally
recognized that Ja'far Pasha's first Cabinet, November 3rd,
1923, was composed of members in sympathy with the King's
ideas and pledged to pass the Treaty of 1922. In January,
1928, 'Abdul Muhsin Beg, who had been suggested by the High
Commissioner as the only available Minister capable of bring-
ing about the ratification of the Treaty of 1927, formed his
Cabinet with great difficulty owing to the King's secret opposi-
tion to a strong Ministry for reasons connected with the Treaty.
In the Parliamentary elections, the King, not uninfluenced
by lessons learned from the intractability of the Constituent
Assembly, likewise exerted his influence. He insisted in some
cases, as in the elections of 1925, on the addition to the list of
official candidates the names of men he particularly desired to
see in the Chamber, and on the deletion of others which were
not acceptable to him personally.
In the second elections, during the spring of 1928, his inter-
ference took a curious form. 'Abdul Muhsin Beg had come to
office, pledged to secure ratification of the Treaty of 1927, on
the condition that the Chamber be dissolved, a step approved
by the High Commissioner, as the Opposition in the Chamber
had been steadily growing. The Prime Minister's suggestion
that the usual confidential letters be sent to the Mutasarrifo to
ensure the return of deputies favourable to the Treaty, was
opposed by the King. By permitting free elections, His Majesty
hoped to bring an anti-Treaty Chamber into opposition with the
Cabinet to prove to H.B.M. Government that, contrary to the
High Commissioner's contention in late 1927,* the Treaty and
the new Agreements were unacceptable to the people of 'Iraq.
In the parliamentary elections of 1930, the King, seeking a
1 Supra, pp. 410-411.
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